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TRINITY CHURCH  
WORSHIP SERVICES 
ARE STILL ON LINE DUE 
TO CONSTRUCTION 
AND SPACE ISSUES. WE 
ARE SORRY FOR THE 
INCONVENIENCE. 

 

The Rector apologizes for delayed publica-
tion of the 2022 Mini-Tidings February #2. 
Everyone waited for ten days as I tried to 
write a column that I did not manage to 
complete. I will do better in the future!  
 

In the meantime, please read the reflection 
that The Rev. Dr. Richard B. Tudor wrote for 
our Staff Meeting and for the congregation 
on Mar 21, 2021. Blessings to all of you—
and many thanks to Rich Tudor!   —TEW 
 

The Person of Jesus 
 

Whoever reads the Gospel passage for 
last Sunday (John 12:20-36) should be 
struck with the statement made by the 
Greeks to Phillip: “Sir, we would see  
Jesus.” There in a short phrase is the life-
long quest of every serious Christian. 
People don’t come to church to hear  
lectures on  theological niceties, they 
come to see Jesus. For 14 ½ years—
standing Sunday after Sunday in the  
pulpit of St. Peter’s in Williston, North 
Dakota—I looked at that statement,  
written on the lectern:  
 

 Sir, we would see Jesus.  
 

When I would raise my eyes from that 
statement to the congregation expect-
antly sitting there, there was little doubt 
in my mind what they had come to hear. 
 

When clergy stand before their congre-
gations Sunday after Sunday, they need 
to remember just who it is that the peo-
ple are there to see. That is no small task! 
The person of Jesus fascinates, whether 
it be Jesus in the manger or  
Jesus on the cross. 
 

During the Renaissance, some of the 
most talented artists the world has ever 
known, painted and sculpted countless 
likenesses of Jesus, evoking a great deal 
of emotion in those who looked upon 
their work, both then and now. Every 
imaginable moment in the life (and 
death) of Jesus has been portrayed  
artistically.   

  

  

A friend of mine was visiting a museum in 
Florence and was confronted – he said – 
with at least five hundred paintings of the 
Madonna and Child. 
  

The homilist has the difficult task of con-
structing an image of Jesus with words 
and of doing it in a creative, stimulating 
way which will grip the collective  
imagination of his listeners. Again, it is 
not an easy task! Most of us are not 
skilled artists  
 

My final word about asking to see Jesus! 
Be careful for what you ask; it might be 
granted to you.  
 

Everyone who has seen Jesus has had 
their life turned upside down and had 
their lives radically changed. He is the 
grain of wheat which falls into the 
ground, dies, and bears much fruit. The 
fruit are those who see him and decide to 
lose their lives for his sake.  
 

I will conclude with two verses written by 
Carl Jung:  
 
Self-preservation is the first law of nature; 
self-sacrifice is the highest rule of grace. 
it is only through the mystery of self-sacrifice  
that a person may find himself anew.  
 

        The Rev. Dr. Richard B. Tudor                                                               

Rector’s Column — NOT! 
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This little light of mine, I’m 
gonna let it shine; Shine all 
over the whole wide world, let 
it shine, let it shine, let it shine! 
 

Are we letting our light shine so that 
others may see the Love of Christ  
shining through us?   

Or are we hiding our light under a bushel? 
 

LENT is the perfect time for us to think about such a 
question, and to think about our relationship with God. 
 

And what timing, as we are about to begin the study of 
THE WAY OF LOVE in our Small Groups.    
 
This book points us to the Practice of a Jesus-Centered 
Life as we TURN our life towards God; LEARN about 
God’s Love for each of us; PRAY without ceasing; WOR-
SHIP more meaningfully; 
 

Receive and give your BLESSINGS joyfully; GO to serve 
others; and REST peacefully in the arms of God in this life 
and the next. 
 
Hopefully when we have completed this Book, we will be 
able to answer Father Rich’s question more fully in his 
Sermon on Sunday February 13,  
Why do people come to Church? 
 
For anyone not able to join the Lenten Study at this time, 
our Bishop has kindly offered some Ideas for Keeping a 
Holy Lent which will connect us with the Divine and help 
us reflect on what God is calling us to be and do, with the 
Hope that we will find ourselves continuing this practice 
well past Lent. 
 

We will have copies of Keeping a Holy Lent available if 
anyone would like to stop by the Church for a copy. 
 
A Prayer 
Holy and Gracious God, sometimes we feel  
inadequate and find it difficult to acknowledge your 
presence in our lives.   Forgive our doubts and fears  
and let your Light shine brightly through us as we  
come to you with open ears, hands and heart to receive 
the Love you so freely give each of us.  We pray this in 
your Name, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.    Amen. 

SMALL GROUP STUDY 
OF  

‘THE WAY OF LOVE 
 
We are so very thankful to 
all who have signed up to 
do the Lenten Book Study 
online, starting the week of 
March 7

th
. 

 
As we await the arrival of 
the books, we are in the 
process of forming our 
Groups and the Leaders of each Group will  
contact you very soon to select a day and time  
for your Group to meet. 
 
This type of study will be all new to each of us, so 
I would invite you to pray for our Leaders and 
each other that we will all be open and willing to 
share during the time of our meeting. 
 
UPDATE: We have four groups meeting with a 
total of 29 people participating in this study on 
Zoom and/or GoToMeeting! 

WELCOME, CANON WHITNEY RICE! 
 
On SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 1-3 pm, the 
Rev Canon Whitney Rich from the  
Diocese will be at Trinity, leading the Vestry  
Retreat from 9-12 noon that day.    
 
We are inviting  ALL WHO HAVE SIGNED UP 
FOR THE LENTEN BOOK STUDY, as well as 
anyone from our Congregation who would like 
to join in the afternoon, ONLINE, to hear what 
Canon Whitney has to offer us. 
 
Canon Whitney is passionate about her Ministry 
in the Diocese, especially Evangelism, (NOT a 
dirty word in her book), Small Group Ministry, and 
how we share our faith with each other. I highly 
recommend you join us to hear what she has to 
say. 
 
Again, we give Thanks to God for  what is taking 
place at Trinity, and for EACH ONE OF YOU! 
 
    Deacon Betty Bowen 

INSPIRATION 



 
 

 
 

We continue to live stream those services for those who do not 
join us in person.  You can "sign in" to the service in any one of 
the following ways: 
Link in through the Trinity Website at 
http://www.trinity-stcharles.org/worship 
(On this website, you can also download the pdf file of the ser-
vice bulletin  
or.... 
Please join my meeting from your computer, tablet or 
smartphone. 
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/946953253  
New to GoToMeeting? Get the app now and be ready when 
your first meeting starts: 
https://global.gotomeeting.com/install/946953253 
or.... 
You can also dial in using your phone. 
United States: +1 (408) 650-3123 
 

Start the Weekend in 
Prayer 
 

Christy Henke Ratliff continues to 
lead us in Morning Prayer on 
Saturdays at 9:00 am   on Face-

book Live. You do NOT have to have a Facebook account to 
view this service.  Simply go to facebook.com/watch.  Search 
for Trinity Episcopal Church St. Charles. The search will provide 
the correct link to log into the live stream. You can also access 
earlier recordings from this link.  
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Vestry Notes 
 
The Vestry met on February 
10 and were joined by our 
Convocation delegates and a 
member of the congrega-
tion.  Members are always wel-

come, just let Tamsen or me know and we'll for-
ward the GoToMeeting link.  The Congregation is 
also invited to join us on Saturday, Feb. 19 1-3 
pm for the last section of our annual Vestry re-
treat.  Again, let Tamsen or Michelle know you 
would like to attend and we'll forward the GTM 
link. 
 
Much of the Vestry meeting centered around the 
renovation project.  The cement has been re-
moved at the front of the church and the hardware 
has been ordered for the light, sound and live-
streaming system.  The new flooring is being or-
dered. 
 
In connection with the renovation, it is now time to 
place another order with the company from whom 
we ordered chairs.  This order will be for the 
Chancel furniture (the chairs on the Dias where 
the Bishop, clergy, etc. sit).  If you haven't yet pur-
chased a chair, please consider making a dona-
tion to the Chair Fund.  We have new seating for 
100 and would like to double that in addition to 
buying the Chancel furniture.  We will need to 
raise around $25,000 to cover the purchase addi-
tional chairs.   
 
In addition to welcoming new Vestry members, we 
acknowledged that John Hawn has returned as 
Music Minister and nominated Phil Jeffries as the 
Junior Warden for 2022. 
 
We hope to have a new church directory ready by 
the end of March.  If you have moved or changed 
your email address since 2020 please contact 
Michelle.  We are not putting the directory on the 
internet, it will be available to members of the con-
gregation upon request. 
 
So, the renovation is moving along, the ministry of 
the church continues despite our being out of the 
building.  We look forward to being into a newly 
refreshed building this Spring. 
 
God Bless you all! 
Gary McKiddy, Sr. Warden 
 

Wednesday Morning Bible Study 
10-11:15 AM 

 

We will begin study of The Revelation to John March 
16.  Is this book challenging? Yes. Do I need to have 
studied the Bible in the past? No. How do we do it? 
Come, see!   
 

Class is hybrid—both in person and online.-person and online.  
In-person classes are  held in the St. Hilda Room, up the center stairs. 
To join online, see below: 
Go to www.trinity-stcharles.org.  
Click on Christian Formation; click on Bible Study.  
Please join us!! 

End Your Day with Prayer     
 

Because of Book Study small groups  
and the variety of resources open to 
all for Lenten Devotions, we will not  
not hold TWTh Evening Prayer in  
March. We will resume on Easter Tuesday, April 19 at 7 PM.  
 

For general worship information at Trinity Church, go to 
http://www.trinity-stcharles.org/worship 

http://www.trinity-stcharles.org/worship
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/946953253
https://global.gotomeeting.com/install/946953253
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Bishop’s Visitation Jan 30 
 

Bishop Deon and 
Canon Doris talk 
with parishioners 
online during the 
9 o’clock Forum 
Hour via Go To 
Meeting.  
 

We met in the 
St, Hilda Room 
for worship, with 
John Hawn, Meg 
Goldstein, Betty 
Bowen, Lori and 
Rich Cooper, 
Judy Hodge, the 
Bishop, Canon, 
and Tamsen 

Whistler.  

Humor Corner 
 
Sabbatical Week Begins Monday, March 7, at 8:15 AM 
 

Bishop Deon Johnson encourages everyone in the Diocese to take 
quiet time for yourself during the first week of Lent. 
 
We'll be offering virtual opportunities each day to help you recharge 
your spiritual connection. You'll find reflections, worship and prayer 
services, discussions and opportunities for spiritual direction. The 
goal is to provide simple and intentional ways to engage in your 
faith as we begin the season of Lent. 
 
A complete schedule of opportunities is posted soon on the  
Diocesan website.  Stay tuned for further details! 
 
Diocesan Sabbatical Week 
Monday, March 7 - Friday, March 11, 2022 

https://tinyurl.com/3w965s5e 

FISH  Wish List  
 

Tuna Helper 
Dish soap 
Laundry detergent 
Saltines 
Men’s Deodorant  
(none for ladies this time) 
 

Condiments—  
 Catsup, Mayo,   
 Mustard,  
 Bar-B-Q Sauce 
 

We need volunteers (two 
or three) to deliver food 
donations to FISH, please. 
Call Church Office to 
leave a message. 

LENTEN RESOURCES 
The journey through Lent into Easter is a journey with Jesus. We are baptized into 
his life, self-giving, and death; then, we rise in hope to life transformed.  
 

This Lent, communities are invited to walk with Jesus in his Way of Love and into 
the experience of transformed life. Together, we will reflect anew on the loving 
actions of God as recounted in the Easter Vigil readings. Together, we will walk 
through the depths of salvation history into the fullness of redemption. Throughout 
Lent, come along with us as we explore Life Transformed: The Way of Love in 
Lent, produced by Hillary Raining and Jenifer Gamber.  
 

You can find the first of the “Weekly Bulletin Inserts” at https://
tinyurl.com/2s38uv3j 
 

At that site, you will also find a QR code that takes you directly to videos about the 
“Life Transformed” program 


